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PARENT GOVERNOR VACANCY/ELECTION

July 2026

Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s)

I am writing to inform you we have one vacancy for the role of parent governor on the Linwood School Governing Board.

Who can apply?
Anyone who is a parent of a child at Linwood School.
You don’t have to have specific knowledge or qualifications, only a keen interest in the outcomes for all of our young people at Linwood. 

What is the role of the governing board?
The school’s governing board, together with the Executive Headteacher, is responsible for providing confident and strategic leadership, and creating robust accountability, oversight and assurance for the school’s educational and financial performance. The board is passionate about special education and committed to continuous school improvement to ensure the best possible outcomes for all our pupils across all of our campuses.
What would be my role as parent governor?
Your role is to bring a unique parent perspective to the board.  
As a parent governor, you will work with the board to ensure it effectively carries out the duties referred to above. 

To be a parent governor you should have:
· A strong commitment to the role and to improving outcomes for children and young people
· Good communication and curiosity (governors like to ask lots of questions!)
· A willingness to learn and develop new skills

The Governing Board is particularly keen for candidates who have skills and/or relevant experience in the following:
· Business/project management
· Legal
· Premises management

How long is the term of office?
Terms of office for governors are for 4 years.

What am I expected to do?
All new governors are asked to fulfil the following:
· Attendance at meetings - 6 full governing board meetings per year and 1 committee meeting per term (all held virtually Wednesday mornings), also occasional meetings as required
· Acceptance of, and consent to, the Governing Board Code of Conduct, which emphasises the importance of appropriate conduct and maintaining confidentiality
· Attendance at free induction training and relevant ongoing training (usually online) through their 4-year term of office
· New governors are offered an induction and a governor buddy for support as they settle into the role
· Visits to school campuses as your commitments will allow

What will I get out of this?
A variety of self-development opportunities, valuable experience in strategic leadership, free relevant training, and an opportunity to make a difference as regards the vision of the school and impact on its students.
Like to know more?
If you’d like to have an informal chat to discuss the role and find out a bit more, please contact clerk to the Governing Board hayleyupton@linwood.bournemouth.sch.uk or any of our existing parent governors:
· Cathy Naude – cathynaude@linwood.bournemouth.sch.uk 
· Jeremy Payne – jeremypayne@linwood.bournemouth.sch.uk 
· Jess Brolan – JessBrolan@linwood.bournemouth.sch.uk 

How to apply
If you’re interested in applying for the role, please complete the Candidate form (page 3) and the Qualifications and Disqualifications to serve as a parent governor declaration (page 4). If you would like a paper copy of this form, you can request one to be sent to you by emailing the Clerk, Hayley Upton hayleyupton@linwood.bournemouth.sch.uk 

Please return the fully completed forms to hayleyupton@linwood.bournemouth.sch.uk by the closing date of Friday 31st July 2026. If we receive more applications than there are vacancies, an election and secret ballot will be held. We will let you know closer to the time if we have to do this.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Some people may not be able to apply for a position as governor. The list on page 4 summarises eligibility criteria. 

Queries
If you have any queries about this process or would like an informal chat to find out more about the role, please contact Hayley Upton, Clerk to the Governing Board hayleyupton@linwood.bournemouth.sch.uk.

Yours sincerely
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Gemma Talbot
Executive Headteacher 


Candidate Form
Please outline: 

· Any skills and experience you can bring to the governing board, including particular interests that may be useful to the governing board
· Your commitment to undertaking training to acquire or develop the skills needed to be an effective governor
· Ways in which you hope to contribute to the future work of the board
	Candidate name:
	What you might expect in a response

	Name of pupil:
	

	Candidate address:
	

	Candidate statement:
	

	Candidate email address:
	

	Candidate phone number:
	


LINWOOD SCHOOL 
Qualifications and disqualifications to serve as a parent governor in a maintained school
Declaration of eligibility
Having read and understood the qualification and disqualification criteria as listed below, I confirm that I:  
· Am aged over 18
· Am a parent or guardian of a registered pupil at the school 
· Am not a current pupil at the school 
· Am not an elected member of the local authority
· Am not paid to work at the school for more than 500 hours in a year
· Am not the subject of a bankruptcy restrictions order, an interim bankruptcy restrictions order, a debt relief restrictions order, an interim debt relief restrictions order or an undischarged sequestration
· Am not disqualified from being a company director and/or a charity trustee
· Have not been removed from office as an elected governor within the last 5 years
· Am not included in the list of those unsuitable to work with children or disqualified from working with children, barred from regulated activity and/or disqualified from registering for childminding or providing daycare
· Have not been sentenced to 3 months or more in prison (without the option of a fine) in the 5 years before becoming a governor or since becoming a governor
· Have not received a prison sentence of 2 and a half years or more in the 20 years before becoming a governor
· Have not at any time received a prison sentence of 5 years or more
· Have not been fined for causing a nuisance or disturbance on school premises during the 5 years prior to or since appointment or election as a governor
I wish to serve as a Parent Governor and to be a candidate if an election by secret ballot is necessary.  I confirm that I have read the disqualification criteria and signed the declaration stating that I am eligible to serve as a school governor.  I have added a brief statement about myself for circulation to voters and confirm that this is a true and accurate statement.
By returning this form you are consenting to the school holding your information for the purpose of governance and agreeing that the personal statement can be used in a ballot if one is necessary.
I declare that I am eligible to serve as a school governor.
	Name 
	

	Name of school
	LINWOOD SCHOOL

	Signature 
	

	Date
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