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TRAINING, SUPPORT & ADVICE
Belong. Believe. Achieve.

« Harmony
» Excellence
» Support

* Inclusivity
» Positivity




MESSAGE FROM GEMMA TALBOT,
EXECUTIVE HEADTEACHER

We have had a productive, joyful & busy (& soggy)
half term! There have been so many enriching and
meaningful activities going on across the campuses -
the enthusiasm from the students is wonderful to seel
| hope you enjoy reading about some of the
activities in this newsletter or seeing information on
Evidence for Learning.

We also have some important updates in the newsletter regarding
Annual Reviews and how we strive to be a nut free and allergen
aware school across all campuses. Which brings me on to our
wonderful catering team we have that services Linwood,
Springwood and The Skills Centfre. We are nominating them in Jamie
Oliver's School Food Awards for the fantastic job they do at
providing delicious, nutritious meals for our students — please help us
and vote for them! (Details inside).

| hope you all have a lovely half term break and are able to spend
some quality fime with your family.

REMINDER - START OF TERM e
Just a reminder that the students return on Monday 239 February
2026 across all campuses.




ELECTRIC EAGLES!

This term, Eagles class have been diving info the
exciting world of electricity. They began by
sorting everyday objects info electrical and
non-electrical items, helping them understand
just how many things around us rely on electrical
power. The students also explored where
electricity comes from, learning about power
stations as well as renewable sources such as

solar energy.

One of the highlights of the topic was
experimenting with real electrical
equipment. The children learnt how to
build a complete circuit and enjoyed
adding components such as bulbs and
switches to see how they changed the
flow of electricity. Their investigations
didn’t stop there—they also explored
conductors and insulators, discovering
which materials allow an electrical current
to pass through and which do not.

The class have shown fantastic curiosity
and teamwork throughout the unit, and
their enthusiasm has truly lit up the
classroom!

Our wonderful PACE team
at Linwood School are
organising a sponsored half
marathon walk fo raise
funds for the school.

If you would like to find our
more and donate, please
eGP St »—  click on the link: Just Giving
S tmee®t === . linwood School
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You would be more than welcome to come along and support
us too — we would love to see you therel

Walk details:
Saturday 28th February
9.30am start
Meet at SOBO Beach
Walk to Sandbanks and back
You're very welcome to stay for a drink at SOBO afterwards

FREE SCHOOL MEAL HOLIDAY VOUCHERS

We will be contacting you shortly about the vouchers that
support pupils through the school holiday period. These will be
available for £15 per week equivalent for each eligible pupil.
This funding comes from national decision making and funding.

The vouchers are provided as supermarket vouchers and a link
will be sent via email/text. If you believe you are eligible for the
voucher and do not receive a link, please email:

enquiries@linwood.Bournemouth.sch.uk
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https://www.justgiving.com/page/linwoodschool#sharePage
mailto:enquiries@linwood.Bournemouth.sch.uk
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Welcome back to Linwood Radio! If you haven't already, please
have a listen to episodes we have recorded this term.

Happy New Year! In this episode we have songs linked to this term's

topics for both Vita and Alma phases.

We were lucky enough to be joined by Lily last December to
record her own cover version of Wildflower by Billie Eilish - what a
beautiful voice!

We also have the world exclusive of a demo version of an original
song written and composed by members of the Linwood Open
Orchestra. We can't wait to contfinue work on this and share the
finished version with you before the year is out.

Happy New Year 2026 @

If you would like to contact the radio please email:
linwoodradio@linwood.Bournemouth.sch.uk

We have another wonderful episode of Desert Island
Discs here at Linwood Campus. It was such a joy to
have the amazing Sam Scannell, a TA at Linwood
Campus, in the studio with us.

In the music team, we thought we had been to a lot of gigs - but
check out some of Sam's live music statistics! Wow! Thank you so
much for taking the time to talk about Music with us Sam - keep on
rocking! Desert Island Discs with Sam Scannell

Our students are once again invited to unleash their creativity by
taking part in the Royal Academy of Arts Young Artists’ Summer Show.

This exciting opportunity allows children to create an artwork of their
choice—using any medium such as paint, pastels, clay, or
photography—for submission to the prestigious exhibition. If selected
by the Academy, their work could be showcased in London or
featured online for the world to see.

We're proud to have had successful entries for the past two years, and
we look forward to continuing that tradition. Each artwork should be
accompanied by a short description of up to 80 words.

For inspiration from previous years please take a look at the website:
Royal Academy of Arts

Please submit entries to Lyndsay Baker, Art Coordinator, by Monday
23rd February. You can hand the artwork in at any campus, or drop it
off at Linwood Campus on Alma Road, Winton.
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https://www.mixcloud.com/LinwoodSCH/linwood-radio-happy-new-year-2026/
https://www.mixcloud.com/LinwoodSCH/desert-island-discs-with-sam-scannell/
https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/

GOVERNORS UPDATE

Dear Families,

As we head towards the end of February, | wanted to
share a short update from the Governing Board. We
were delighted to welcome our new Parent Governor
this half term and are now a full governing board of 12
members. It is particularly important for us, as a SEND
school, fo have a strong and representative board with
clear parent voices.

The Full Governing Board (FGB) met this ferm and
focused on pupils’ learning, wellbeing and progress
across the school. These discussions help ensure that
our SEND provision continues to meet the needs of all
our wonderful children and young people, while
providing appropriate support and challenge to the

Thank you, as always, for your continued
support of Linwood School.

Sue Lay
Chair of Governors

NUMBER DAY AT LITTLEWOOD

We were delighted to host parent workshop all about
Maths in the Early Years. We looked at how children
develop a strong foundation in number, shape, and
problem solving through fun, hands on experiences
including play, exploration, and real life activities.
Furthermore, we discussed how to strengthen
communication and atftention skills while exploring
maths concepts in meaningful ways and how maths is
all around us!

After the session, parents had the opportunity to visit
the classrooms and explore a range of engaging
maths activities with the children, including learning
through continuous provision and Attention Autism.

It was a fantastic morning, and we want to say a big
thank you to the families and children for getting into
the spiritl The children also absolutely loved seeing the
staff dressed up as Numberblocks!




SCHOOL INFORMATION

EHCP REVIEW MEETINGS

Your child’s EHCP is a legal document that identifies needs, specifies
support from education, health and social care, sets goals and
details their provision. We highly encourage parents and carers to
attend the EHCP reviews when they are held to give you the
opportunity for your input, the child/young persons input and any
relevant professionals.

It assesses the students progress towards their outcomes and targets
and evaluates the effectiveness of the provision.

It is important that these reviews are attended and are usually done
via Teams, but can be done in person if requested; please contact
the teacher in the first instance and we will endeavour to support this.

Thank you for your contfinued support.

If you have any concerns regarding child
ESCAPELINE exploitation, please take a look at the

Preventing Child Exploitation Escapeline website.

It has lots of information on what it is, how it happens and what to do
if you suspect your child may be involved. They have also recently
opened a helpline if you need advice. It is currently available on
Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10am — 1pm, with plans to expand in
the future. For further information, click on the link above.

WORLD We are celebrating World Book Day on Thursday 5th March.
BOOK Students can choose to dress up as a book character or
DAY  come into school in non-uniform on this date. If they would
smarcazo2s — |ike fo, students can bring in their favourite book to share
with others.

We will be receiving World Book Day vouchers,
which can be exchanged for a World Book
Day book. Some classes may choose to spend
these during a community visit, whilst other
classes may send them home. If the voucher is
sent home, please do visit a participating
retailer to exchange the voucher for a World
Book Day book.

NUT FREE AND ALLERGEN AWARE

We would like to remind parents and carers that
ALL of our campuses aim to be nut free and
allergen aware. We have many students and
staff across all campuses that have nut and
other allergies, some severe enough to carry an
epipen at all fimes.

Nut free also includes any kind of hazelnut spread, such as Nutella or
other leading/supermarket brands and any kind of snack containing
any kind of nut spread. If your child comes to school with any of those
products, we will be unable to let them have them and it will either be
returned home or disposed of and you may get a call to remind you
of our policy. Thank you for your support.



https://www.escapeline.org.uk/

GOOD SCHOOL FOOD

AlmnaS  PLEASE VOTE AND HELP US WIN!!

SUPPORTED BY g wonde

The Jamie Oliver Good School Food Awards is now open and we would
like to nominate our very special catering team for the School Chef
Champions Award.

Led by Emma Sherwood, our catering team ensure that our students,
regardless of their dietary needs, get a nutritious meal every day, made
on-site with fresh ingredients. Due to the nature of the school, we cater for
many dietary needs such as gluten-free, dairy-free, vegetarian and soft
meal options across three of our campuses, Linwood, Springwood and The
Skills Centre (other campuses have their own lunch arrangements).

Menus are uploaded onto our website and what is available each day,
including comprehensive allergen information.

Not only do the catering feam provide lunches every day, they also help
out at events that we have at the school such as our Music Festival,
Festive Celebration and our Prom.

They go above and beyond every day and we want to show them how
much they mean to the staff and students. We would be very grateful if
you could spend 5 minutes and give them a votel

Please click on the link to
complete the nomination:
School Chef Champions Award
and follow the instructions
below:

* Please choose option C — School Chef Champions Awards

* Who are you nominating? Linwood School Catering Team

+ Name and location of the school? Linwood School, BCP

+ What's the setting? Please choose based on your child’s
age

+ Catering is done in-house

* Please add your own words...

* You do not need to add any photographs

+ Please confinue to follow the instructions and submit the
nomination

Thank you for your support! Let's hope we can win!



https://schoolfoodawards.jamieoliver.com/apply/?utm_source=email&utm_medium=Klaviyo&utm_campaign=01KG4J07E2B470XKPCHSAFR49W&utm_term=VfTsPm&_kx=cLit59RJpxrEnUzlU3QHi1vz_mYGR6RoFiK5_pBY4T5wfspwET13OhQ_PJwrWzKJ0F9CV3bwpAt0JII_8u5sEA.XdKfLS

FAMILY SUPPORT - DIARY DATES

STAY AND PLAY

Monday 16t and Wednesday 18t February, 10am - 12pm at Littlewood
Campus.

No need to book, parking available in the school car park, then walk down
to the Litflewood entrance.

MY CHILD

Wednesday 25t February and Wednesday 25 March, 10am - 12pm,
Linwood Campus Family Room.

Our monthly coffee morning to share experiences/advice around
regulation and engagement strategies.

TALKING DADS

Friday 27t February, 10am - 11:30am, Linwood Campus Family Room
Friday 27" March, 10am - 11.30am, via Teams

Contact familysupport@linwood.Bournemouth.sch.uk to book a place
Open to all male carers/relatives.

SPRINGWOOD COFFEE MORNING
Thursday 5™ March, 92.30am - 11am at Springwood Campus. All parents and
carers welcome regardless of what campus your child attends.

REGULATION AND ENGAGEMENT PARENT WORKSHOP

Wednesday 18™ March, 10am — 12pm, Linwood Campus Family Room. Run
by Andy Maher, Regulation and Engagement Lead at Linwood School.
Contact familysupport@linwood.Bournemouth.sch.uk to book a place.

BENEFIT SUPPORT OR ADVICE

If you would like any support or advice regarding benefits and
what you may be entitled to, please email the Family Support
Team in the first instance and they will be happy to help.
Email: familysupport@linwood.Bournemouth.sch.uk

Who are we?

Local Vocals is a mixture of Linwood School
students, parents, grandparents and siblings
coming together with people from the local
Church and other SEN families.

We are a community family that joins as one
to sing whilst incorporating some Signalong.

When is Local Vocals?
Day: Thursdays
Time: 3.30pm — 4pm refreshments
4pm — 4.45pm singing
Location: St Luke’s Church, St Luke’s Road
Winton, Bournemouth, BH3 7LR

If you would like to find out more, please click on the link and take a
look at our video: Local Vocals

Or please just turn up and join us!



mailto:familysupport@linwood.Bournemouth.sch.uk
mailto:familysupport@linwood.Bournemouth.sch.uk
mailto:familysupport@linwood.Bournemouth.sch.uk
https://linwood.bournemouth.sch.uk/local-vocals/

SUMMERWOOD CAMPUS NEWS

WORK EXPERIENCE

One of our Summerwood students, Freya, has
been doing her work experience at Avonwood
Primary School in Bournemouth.

She has worked with the staff of Hedgehogs class
to help the lessons go smoothly, joined in with
music and gym lessons, helped at lunch time
during playtime, been a role model for the young
children and helped to engage them in lessons.

With the teachers’ permission she also
brought along her famous bubble wand
and invented some related games for the
children to play at lunch time!

Freya has loved the work experience and
the TA that accompanied her had many
compliments from the staff, including the
Headteacher, who has commented on
her cheerful manner and professionalism.
The TA said it was a privilege to
accompany her on her work experience.

THINGS TO DO/EXTERNAL
INFORMATION

£
A~ (f THE PARKS
i — FOUNDATION
ACTIVITIES FOR ALL THE FAMILY
The Parks Foundation are an independent charity devoted

to enhancing BCPs parks and green spaces for everyone
to enjoy.

There are lots of activities planned for the February half term
holiday. For further information, click on the link below which
will take you to their events page:
https://parksfoundation.org.uk/events/

BCP COUNCIL INFORMATION DIRECTORY

The information directory has lots of activities, including
SEND appropriate activities that families can access over
the February half term holiday.

Please click on the link for further information:
BCP Family Information Directory



https://parksfoundation.org.uk/events/
https://www.fid.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/search-results?asfilter=all

THINGS TO DO/EXTERNAL INFORMATION

SIBLING SUPPORT

Families with children that have special educational needs
and disabilities often have other brothers and sisters in the
family who may also need support from time to time. If you
feel that any of your children could do with some support,
please take a look at the following:

. Sibs support people who grow up with or have
SIbS grown up with a disabled brother or sister.
hitps://www.sibs.org.uk/

Provides holistic support that addresses the
unique challenges young carers between
YOUNG CARERS the ages of 5-25 face.
hitps://www.mytlimeyoungcarers.org/

e Diverse Abilities launched STARs - to
& DiverseAbilities  help these Supportive, Thoughtful, And

e Resilient children and young people.
https://diverseabilities.org.uk/stars

COUNTY LINES AND CRIMINAL EXPLOITATION - PARENT WEBINARS

The lvison Trust is delivering a series of live (and free) webinars for parents and
carers focused on county lines and criminal exploitation. The sessions help parents
understand how exploitation happens, how children are groomed, what warning
signs to look out for, and where to access advice and support. Each webinar
includes local context, fime for questions, and input from a parent with lived
experience. You can also join as a professional working with young people.

More information and booking details are available at:
https://ivisontrust.org.uk/webinars/

Each webinar seems to be aimed at a certain area of the UK — the one for the
South West takes place on 12th March (link below) but | suspect it doesn’t really
matter if someone joined another one instead if you were unable to make that
date.

12th March 2026, 7pm-8.30pm. South West Book your place

FACEBOOK FOLLOWERS!

We have now reached over 1,000 followers on Facebook, which
is amazing! Thank you to all the parents, carers and friends of
Linwood School that follow us.

We include lofs of information on there about the school and events that are
happening, so please consider giving us a follow if you can! Thank you for
your support. Linwood School Facebook Page



https://www.sibs.org.uk/
https://www.mytimeyoungcarers.org/
https://diverseabilities.org.uk/stars
https://www.facebook.com/linwoodschool/?locale=en_GB
https://ivisontrust.org.uk/webinars/
https://ivisontrust-civi.org.uk/civicrm/event/register?id=156&reset=1

NATIONAL COLLEGE TRAINING — ONLINE SAFETY

NATIONAL COLLEGE TRAINING — ONLINE SAFETY

Linwood School has signed up for tfraining via The National College that enables staff to frain online as well as having our thional

usual face-to-face sessions. The good news is that we can also enrol parents and carers onto the platform to enable you to

undertake training that would be specific for parents, such as Online Safety.

We would encourage you to download the National Online Safety App, this way you can view the content just for

parents/carers, without having to filter through National College content on the website.

If you would like to enrol, please click on the link: National College Enrolment

You will need to ensure that you select Parent/Carer from the drop down menu when registering.

There is more information on social media apps and sites if you click on the link: National College -
Social Media Apps

+ We post weekly updates on our Facebook page, including online safety guides — please give us a
follow if you haven't already!

» The NSPCC website is also a great resource for families and their content is for all ages:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

+ They also have specific content for SEND pupils, specifically Online safety for families and children
with SEND and Supporting children with SEND to talk to people online

We do hope that you will take advantage of these wonderful resources to help you as
parents/carers to discuss social media and online safety with your child/children in order to keep
them safe.

College’

Scan to downdoad on Scan to download on
Apple App Store Google Play Store

or search for ‘National Online Safety’ in the store

& AppStore | P* Google Play



https://nationalcollege.com/enrol/linwood-school
https://nationalcollege.com/webinars/social-media-apps
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-families-children-with-send/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-families-children-with-send/supporting-children-with-send-talking-online/

Enter our

Super Draw
Win a Luxury City Break!
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e Tickets cost just £1 a week

e Chances to win up to £25,000

e Play weekly, or just play the Super Draw!
e Support our fundraising in 2026
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Charitable Trust

easyfundraising

Thank you to those of you that have registered with easyfundraising. So far, you have
raised over £1,300 for Linwood School which is amazing!

We now have 46 supporters, but we could do with more! With summer round the
corner, some of you might be thinking about booking a holiday abroad or even a
staycation! TUI, Booking.com and various hotels are all part of easyfundraising. Please
think about signing up and help to raise funds for the school.

Registering with them means you can raise FREE donations for us every time you shop
online. Over 7,000 brands will donate to us when you use easyfundraising to shop with
them — at no extra cost to yourself!

These donations really mount up and make a BIG difference to us, so we'd really
appreciate it if you could take a moment to sign up and support us. It's completely
FREE and only takes a moment.

Please click on the link below which will take you to our donation page and where you
can sign up: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/linwood-school

Alternatively, you can download their app to your phone. Once you have registered,
you use the site to find a retailer, click on them and they will redirect you to the
retailer’s website.

There are many retailers to choose from such as Argos, eBay, John Lewis, Tesco, Sports
Direct, Just Eat, Deliveroo and TUI, fo name a few!



https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/linwood-school

