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Citizenship Overview 

Key Stage 3 

Teaching should develop pupils’ understanding of democracy, government and the rights and responsibilities of citizens. Pupils should use and apply their 

knowledge and understanding whilst developing skills to research and interrogate evidence, debate and evaluate viewpoints, present reasoned arguments 

and take informed action. 

 All Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

Autumn Term     

The development of the 
political system of 
democratic government in 
the United Kingdom, 
including the role of citizens, 
Parliament and the Monarch 

All classes looking at Rights 
and responsibilities linked to 
UN rights of the child. 
From this establish a class 
charter. 

Sustainable Development – 
A pictorial quiz with photos 
representing environmental 
problems and solutions. 
The Queen a Life of Giving – 
looks at the role of The 
Queen who became our 
longest ever reigning 
monarch in September 
2015. 

Identities – explores the 
wide range of cultural 
influences that have shaped 
the heritage of people living 
in Britain today. 
Brexit – describes the 
results and immediate 
effects of the EU 
referendum in June 2016. 

Discussion Scenarios: Dizzy 
Dilemmas – A series of nine 
personal and social 
dilemmas children might 
come across in real life. 
 

The operation of 
Parliament, including voting 
and elections, and the role 
of political parties. 

Democratic vote for school 
council member and 
monthly time to discuss 
issues raised at school 
council meetings.  

Democracy – explaining 
local, national and European 
democracy in simple terms. 

For and Against: Where do 
you Stand – providing a 
number of issues on which 
children are asked to think 
about where they stand. 
They will be supported in 
learning how to express 
their views and listen to 
others. 
 
 

Belonging to Groups – 
thinking about the groups 
we belong to and how they 
support us. 
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Spring Term     

The precious liberties 
enjoyed by citizens of the 
United Kingdom. 

 Nelson Mandela – Exploring 
the struggle against 
apartheid in South Africa. 
Culture: The Roma – a 
celebration of cultural 
diversity – the similarities 
which unite us and the 
differences that enrich us. 
 

Martin Luther King: 
Sacrificing All for the Dream 
- looks at discrimination 
against African Americans in 
the United States during the 
1950s and 1960s. 
Equal Opportunities – The 
meaning of equal 
opportunities and the 
nature of prejudice. 
 

Ghandi: Great Soul – The 
life of Mahatma Gandhi and 
how he brought about 
change by peaceful means: 
to overcome racism and 
Rights and Responsibilities: 
Freedom! injustice.  
– explores our right to 
freedom, and how this right 
comes with responsibilities 
towards others. 

The nature of rules and laws 
and the justice system, 
including the role of the 
police and operation of 
courts and tribunals. 

 Stressed Out – Helps 
children to understand the 
situations that cause stress, 
and to recognise and deal 
with stress in themselves 
and others. 
Rights and Responsibilities: 
Getting the Balance Right – 
explores how rules and laws 
help keep the balance 
between our rights and the 
rights of others by looking at 
the example of privacy and 
free speech. 

Should Adults be Allowed 
to Smack Children? – 
Children will find out what 
the law says about 
smacking. Opportunities for 
children to express their 
views on a topical subject 
Moral Values: When is 
Enough Enough? – Exploring 
how minor offences such as 
taking things that don’t 
belong to us, can lead to 
more serious behaviour. 

Trouble for Danny (Not Go 
Givers) – presented in a 
comic strip format telling 
the story of Danny, a 15 
year old boy who is charged 
with a crime. Students 
complete activities based 
around the events that take 
place during the story and 
then take part in a mock 
trial and sentencing activity.  

Summer Term     

The roles played by public 
institutions and voluntary 

Mufti Days 
Enterprise 

The Earth in our Hands – 
How the actions of human 

Strong Societies – Explains 
how the law, taxes and 

Healthcare: Improving Life 
Chances – Explores how life 
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groups in society, and the 
ways in which citizens work 
together to improve their 
communities, including 
opportunities to participate 
in school-based activities. 

beings are destroying our 
Earth, and looks at how we 
can reduce our carbon 
footprint. 
Animal Care: Creature 
Kindness – The advantages 
and disadvantages of pet 
ownership, the importance 
of taking care of animals and 
the work of the RSPCA. 

charities contribute to our 
well-being, and suggests 
how we can be responsible 
citizens. 
Mary Seacole and Florence 
Nightingale: Pioneering 
Nurses – tells the story of 
how they overcame 
prejudice to help others and 
explore how discrimination 
can prevent people from 
making a full contribution to 
society. 

expectancy is increased with 
better medical care and how 
charities are working to 
improve healthcare in 
developing countries. 
Working for Peace – looks 
at the causes of conflict and 
areas of the world where 
there is strife. It explains the 
role of the UN and how 
some charities work for 
reconciliation. 

The function and uses of 
money, the importance and 
practice of budgeting, and 
managing risk. 

 Famous Philanthropists – 
looking at how some 
successful business people 
have donated large sums of 
money to charitable causes. 
You Can’t Buy Anything 
with a Penny – Highlights 
the amazing achievements 
of young people who have 
campaigned for a cause they 
care passionately about. 

Why do we Pay Taxes? – 
How the welfare state 
ensures a basic level of care 
for all citizens.  
The Benefit System – The 
benefits system is a safety 
net used by us all in times of 
need. 

Kaleidoscope: Year 9 – Your 
Money 
Hard Times – explores the 
causes and effects of hard 
times. It helps children 
understand the meaning of 
‘recession’ and ‘interest’ 
and encourages children to 
re-use in order to save 
money. 

 

Citizenship should be taught across the curriculum.  There are many opportunities during all curriculum areas to fulfil the National Requirements.  The 

above overview covers the work that should be completed during discrete lesson times. Accompanying documents including presentations and lesson plans 

for each area can be found in the following location: J:\Curriculum\CURRICULUM 2014\CITIZENSHIP\Go Givers Resources. 
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Key Stage 4 

Teaching should build on the Key Stage 3 programme of study to deepen pupils’ understanding of democracy, government and the rights and 

responsibilities of citizens.  Pupils should develop their skills to be able to use a range of research strategies, weigh up evidence, make persuasive 

arguments and substantiate their conclusions.  They should experience and evaluate different ways that citizens can act together to solve problems and 

contribute to society. 

Parliamentary democracy and the key elements of the constitution of the 

United Kingdom, including the power of government, the role of citizens 

and parliament in holding those in power to account, and the different 

roles of the executive, legislature and judiciary and a free press  

All Democratic vote for school council member and monthly time to discuss 

issues raised 

The different electoral systems used in and beyond the United Kingdom 

and actions citizens can take in democratic and electoral processes to 

influence decisions locally, nationally and beyond 

 

Other systems and forms of government, both democratic and non-

democratic, beyond the United Kingdom 

 

Local, regional and international governance and the United Kingdom’s 

relations with the rest of Europe, the commonwealth, the United Nations 

and the wider world 

 

Human rights and international law Kaleidoscope:  Diversity 

The legal system in the UK, different sources of law and how the law helps 

society deal with complex problems 

 

Diverse national, regional, religious and ethnic identities in the United 

kingdom and the need for mutual respect and understanding 

Remembrance day – the royal British Legion pack 
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The different ways in which a citizen can contribute to the improvement of 

his or her community, to include the opportunity to participate actively in 

community volunteering, as well as other forms of responsible activity 

All Mufti days, Enterprise (Giving Nation)   

Income and expenditure, credit and debt, insurance, savings and pensions, 

financial products and services, and how public money is raise and spent 

Kaleidoscope:  Your Money and Your life 

Work related learning / BTEC Workskills 

 

 


