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03 December 2021 

Dear Parent/Carer  

Linwood Campus hydrotherapy pool decision 

We have now received approval from BCP Council to share the outcome of the Governing Board meeting regarding 
the future of Linwood Campus pool and building which was discussed at the Extraordinary Governor’s Meeting on 
November 17th. 

At the meeting the Board first sought clarity over the previous and potential use of the pool. It was acknowledged 
that although historically some students have received swimming lessons within Linwood Campus pool, the 
temperature of this pool has always been held at hydrotherapy temperatures, which necessitate a much higher 
temperature than is recommended for a standard swimming pool.  
 
A hydrotherapy pool is not considered to be a learning to swim environment but a necessity for our children and 
young people who require a therapeutic approach in the water. Therefore, the discussion and final decision were 
taken on this basis, and it was concluded that for most of our students learning to swim would need to be done 
externally, if able.  
The Governors also identified the urgent need for an appropriately sized and equipped, high quality sensory therapy 
environment as a much needed provision for all our Linwood Campus students.  
 
The decision was unanimously made to construct a reduced size hydrotherapy pool in which the Early Years classes, 
our PMLD students and those with significant mobility difficulties could continue to receive the vital hydrotherapy 
and opportunities to build water confidence they need. This creates the additional opportunity within the remaining 
space to build a bespoke sensory therapy environment suitable to meet the needs of all Linwood Campus students. 
 
The Governing Board felt very strongly that the designated use of this building should always be solely to enhance 
the therapeutic provision within Linwood Campus.  
 
Obviously, the cost of the above is very significant and cannot be met through existing funds or by BCP Council, 
although they do support the decision.  
 
We will now be looking at how to take forward the task of raising the necessary funds within a realistic timeframe 
and we would very much appreciate your involvement.  Gemma Talbot, Executive Headteacher, will be contacting 
you early next term to see how people would like to get involved in raising funds for this exciting project. In the 
meantime, any general queries can be submitted by email to poolqueries@linwood.bournemouth.sch.uk 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
 

Chris Purdy 
Chair of Governing Board 
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